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(0= 279 [42-271.513, df=177, CMIN = 1.534, p<0.001] [GFI-.916, AGFI-.900, CF1-951,
RMSEA-.044]. All paths shown are significant at the p<0.001 level except for the
NAT — INT path which is significant at the p<0.01 level and the PAT—L2 VIT path, the
NAT — CAP path and the PAT—CAP path which are significant at the p<0.05 level [all
estimations shown are standardized).
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This theme is related to educational psychology and the impact of individual differences on task
performance and academic learning outcomes. Through quantitative methods and using latent variables,
students will measure various individual differences such as personality traits, approaches to learning,
study strategies and motivation. Students will also create specific learning tasks to perform under
experimental conditions. The data will be used to model the individual differences which best predict
academic performance and achievement. Data analysis programs such as IBM SPSS (statistical analysis
software) and AMOS (structural equation modelling software) will be taught and used to build attitudinal
and behavioral models that reflect complex relationships. An interest in educational psychology and
quantitative research is required. English and Japanese will be used. A part of this project theme has been
introduced and explored in 2020 second-year Communication 3/4 courses under the Meta-Learning Unit.
Any interested students are welcome to join the project and further the theme in order to understand how
we learn, why we learn, and why students achieve different levels of success. This project is jointly
supervised by Professor Damian Rivers, Professor Michael Vallance, and Associate Professor Michiko

Nakamura. Responsible students with positive communication skills are all welcome.
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